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Gilberts in view of Sheridan, the Examiner stated that wall mounted dryers are 
conventional and wall-mounting a heated air-blower does not constitute a patentably 
distinguishable characterise Applicants assert that this is an improper standard for an 
obviousness rejection and that one of ordinary skill in the art would not modify the 
heaters of Gilbertson or Sheridan to be wall mounted. 

As an initial matter, th e Exanuner does not provide any motivation as to why one 
of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to wall mount the dryers of Sheridan or 
Gilbertsc n. The Examiner simply states that wall mounted dryers are known and thus 
wall mounting "does not constitute a patentably distiiiguishable characteristic of the 
inventior » Applicants are not familiar with this standard of obviousness. Asstatedin 
MPEP 21 43.03, "To establish prima facie obviousness of a claimed invention, all the 
claim limitations mustbe taught or suggested by the prior art. In re Royka, 490 F.2d 981, 
1 80 USPQ 580 (CCPA 1974). 'All words in a claim must be considered in judging the 

patentabidtyof^ 165 
USPQ 4S4, 496 (CCPA 1970) » The Examiner has apparently failed to consider the wall 

mounting feature of the claims which is improper. 

Oace claim 1 is properly construed, there is no motivation to modify the dryers of 
GilbertsoaorSheridantobewaU-mounted. Both Gilbertson and Sheridan are directed to 
hand-hela dryers in the field of dentistry for drying teeth, gums and orthodontic 
appliance s. These devices are intended to be hand-held so that a dentist can manipulate 
me dryer, to access regions in the patient's moufl, There is simply no suggestion to wall 
mount such dryers. 
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As noted to MPEP 2143.01, if to proposed modification or combination of the 

prior art »ould change *• P^P 1 " ° f ° f "» »*" i °™ 1,i ° n ^ 

Rifled, ton to teachings of to refers arc no, sufficient to render to claims 
p ri m a & ie O bviou,InreR^,270F.2d 81 0,l«US P Q349(CCPAlo 5 9).MPEP 

bring edified unsatisfactory for its intended purpose, ton tore is no suggestion or 

1125 (Fed. Cir. 1984). 

h, to present case, wall mounting the dryers of CMber^ or Sheridan would 
render th*e unsatisfactory for their in«nded purpose. A patient would have to be 

Kg i„ns oftopatient-smoulh wouldbe available. Such an arrangement would render 
ft. dryer* of Oilbertson and Sheridan impractical and unsatisfactory for their intended 
purposes. Thus, tore is no motivation to alter the dryer, of Oilbertson and Sheridan to 

be wall mounted. 

*« to above reasons, claim 1 is patentable over by Oilbertson in view of 

Sheridan, T^m^d^^*-^^"^ - "'** 

h, view of to foregoing amendments and remarks. Applicants submit that this 
wlira ti<.n is in condition for allowance. Early notification to this effect is re,uested. 
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D - there are any fees due in connection with fcis response, please charge such fees 
to deposit account 06-1130 maintained by Applicants' attorneys. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SOL AISENBERG ET AL 

CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
Applicants' Attorne 




David A. Fox 
Registration No. 38,807 



Date: December 11,2001 

Address: 55 Griffin Road South, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone: (860)286-2929 
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MARKED-UP VERSION OF AMENDMENTS IN THIS RESPONSE 



IN THE riTLE 

DRYER [PROVIDING FASTER DRYING] WTTH OTTTLET HAVING 
TORTvm TBRTO APF.A "RATIO GREATER THAN 2.5 



IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Twict- Amended) A dryer comprising: 
a blower for generating an airstream, 
a heater for increasing a temperature of the airstream, [and] 
an air outlet for outputting the airstream, said air outlet having a perimeter to area 
ratio greater than 2.5 inch" 1 ; and, 

„ hni17irr M blo wer and . said heate r, said homing including a rear 

wall for mo""*^ the drver to a wall. 
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